
Using incorrect and stigmatising language to refer to young people in conflict with the law may 
readily promote stereotypes and discrimination. When writing about Oberstown Children Detention 
Campus and youth justice matters, use fair and balanced language and correct terminology.

Not Just Language CHOOSE YOUR

WORDS  CAREFULLY

PRISON

WARDENS

INMATES/
PRISONERS

THUG/YOB/
CRIMINAL 

CELL/LANDING

INSTEAD OF...

CHILDREN DETENTION 
CAMPUS

RESIDENTIAL SOCIAL CARE 
WORKERS

YOUNG PEOPLE DETAINED
IN OBERSTOWN

YOUNG PERSON IN CONFLICT 
WITH THE LAW

BEDROOM/ 
RESIDENTIAL UNIT

USE...




